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the King to Melross, where they remained all that night. On the
morn they past to Edinburgh with the King, who was very sad and
dolorous of toe slaughter of the Laird of Cessfoord, and many other
gentlemen and yeomen slain by the Laird of Buccleuch, containing
the number of fourscore and fifteen, which died in defence of the
King, and at the command of his writing."
£ In consequence of the battle of Melrose, there ensued a deadly
feud betwixt the names of Scott and Kerr, which, in spite of all
means used to bring about an agreement, raged for many years upon
the Borders. Buccleuch was imprisoned, and his estates forfeited,
in the year 1535, for levying war against the Kerrs, and restored by
act of Parliament, dated I5th March, 1542, during the regency of
Mary of Lorraine, But the most signal act of violence to which
this quarrel gave rise was the murder of Sir Walter himself, who
was slain by the Kerrs in the streets of Edinburgh in 1552. This is
the event alluded to in stanza vii,; and the poem is supposed to open
shortly after it had taken place.
'The feud between these two families was not reconciled in 1596,
when both chieftains paraded the streets of Edinburgh with* their
followers, and it was expected their first meeting would decide their
quarrel. But, on July I4th of the same year, Colvil, in a letter to
Mr. Bacon, informs him, " that there was great trouble upon the
Borders, which would continue till order should be taken by the
Queen of England and the King, by reason of the two young Scots
chieftains, Cessford and Bachigh, and of the present necessity and
scarcity of com amongst the Scots Borderers and riders. That there
had been a private quarrel betwixt those two lairds on the Borders,
, which was like to have turned to blood; but the fear of the general
trouble had reconciled them, and the injuries which they thought to
have committed against each other were now transferred upon
England: not unlike that emulation in France between the Baron
de Biron and Mons. Jeverie, who, being both ambitious of honour,
undertook more hazardous enterprises against the enemy than they
would have done if they had been at concord together."—Birch's
Memorials^ vol, ii. p. 67.'
1. 63. slogan, war-cry,,^? de guetre, shouted by combatants as
they rallied or rushed to the- encounter. Generally the name of
a. chief, or a patron saint, or a familiar gathering-place. ' St. George
for Merry England 1' < St. Mary for the bold Buccleuch t' There is
& description in Scott's«Abbot* of a street fight such as that in
which Lord Walter fell. ' About a score of weapons at once flashed

